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JUDGMENT

[1] Following my summing up, the assessors’ unanimous opinion is that the accused is
guilty of importation of an illicit drug as charged on counts one and three and guilty

of possessing arms and ammunition without an arms licence as charged on count five.

[2] I direct myself in accordance with my summing up. My findings of facts are as

follows.

[31  The accused was in control of the yacht (the vessel) on which the two packages
containing 13 bars of powdery substances and the two packages containing
substances in tablet form, arms and ammunition and US$15,000.00 cash were found
by the Customs officers on 22 June 2018. These items were concealed and hidden in
different compartments of the vessel. The vessel had arrived from abroad when the

discovery was made.



[4]

[5]

(6]

(8]

[9]

[10]

Following the discovery of the first package containing 10 bars, I accept that the
accused under caution uttered words to the effect “I know what you are looking for.
There’s another 3 bars hidden on the opposite side of the same hatch behind the water
tanks”. This statement of the accused shows that he was at least aware of the
existence of the packages that contained the powdery substances. I accept the
statement to be true as a further package containing 3 bars was retrieved by the
Customs officers from the location disclosed by the accused. After discovery of the
powdery substances the accused attempted to halt the search effort by inflicting self-

harm.

I accept that the substances that were retrieved from the vessel on 22 June 2018 are
the same substances that were tested and found to be illicit drugs and produced in

court as exhibits without tampering or contamination.

I accept the evidence of the scientific tests that the 13 bars of powdery substances are
cocaine and the substances in tablet form is cocaine and methamphetamine. Cocaine
and methamphetamine are illicit drugs within the meaning of the Illicit Drugs Control

Act.

I accept that the accused did not have a lawful authority to either import or possess an

illicit drug.

I accept that arms and ammunition found on the vessel are arms and ammunition
within the meaning of the Arms and Ammunition Act. There is no suggestion by the

accused that he had an arms licence under the Arms and Ammunition Act.

[ accept that the declaration in C2-C Form that the accused was the person in charge

of the vessel as true.

All these facts lead me to a sure conclusion that the accused brought into Fiji illicit
drugs, and arms and ammunition on the vessel he was in control of. I find the
accused guilty of importation of an illicit drug as charged on counts one and three and
possessing arms and ammunition without an arms licence as charged on count five.

The accused is convicted as charged on these three counts.
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