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ü Part 1- Detection & Reporting of the Fraud

ü Part 2 ɀ Investigation & Compiling of
Evidence

ü Part 3 ɀProsecution (Money Laundering &
Civil Forfeiture)
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National Anti-Money Laundering Council
Established under the Financial Transactions Reporting Act

Presenter: Ms. Laisa Kubuabola
Analyst
Fiji Financial Intelligence Unit



ü What was the fraud?

ü Reporting of the fraud

ü Analysis & Money Laundering Typology

ü Dissemination

ü Lessons Learnt
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Turtle Island

B1(26 yrs old)

Accountant for 

Turtle Island

FORGERY OF 75 
COMPANY 
CHEQUES
FJ$680,000

Payment of 

expenses

What was the 

Fraud?

ALTERATION 
OF 9 COMPANY 

CHEQUES
FJ$153,000

B5 (28 yrs old)

Senior Bank 

Officer, Sister of 

B1

BANK 

A

Bank account 

of Turtle Island

Financial Institution

B4(38 yrs old)

Shopkeeper/

Mechanic

BUSINESS 

Z

Bank account 

of Business Z
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Altered payee from ñBOC Gasesò to ñBusiness Zò

Added ñThirty Eight Thousandò to ñNine Hundred Sixty Twoò

Added ñ38,ò to ñ962.38ò



üFlaggedasañSuspiciousTransactionReportòto theFIU.

üSTR mandate: Section14 of the Financial Transactions

ReportingAct.

üElementsof this legalrequirement:

- Financial institution ïdefined in the Scheduleincludes

banks, finance companies, FX dealers, lawyers,

accountantsetc.

- ñsuspectòorñreasonablegroundstosuspectò

- Transaction = serious offence = ML = financing of

terrorism
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BANK 

B

Bank Account 

of B1

B1 (26 yrs old) 

Night Auditor ï

Resort A

Grounds for Suspicion:

He advised that he sells 

vegetables to Turtle Island 

Resort.........Appears as if 

client is conducting some 

sort of 

business....business 

funds into personal 

account
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BANK 

ACCOUNT OF 

RESORT

BANK 

ACCOUNT OF 

BUSINESS Z

BANK 

A

Turtle Island

Grounds for Suspicion:

Deposit of fraudulently 

amended cheques over 

various dates

BUSINESS 

Z
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BANK 

A

BANK 

B

Bank A

Joint Operation Meeting ïHighlight 

urgency of case
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üEstablished a shell company (Business Z) i.e. a

business entity without active business or significant

assets.

üUse of multiple bank accounts to create layers from

the illegitimate source.

üUse of relatives and associatesto conceal the illicit

funds.

üPurchaseof assetsi.e. motor vehiclesand property.
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BUSINESS 

Z

BANK 

ACCOUNT OF 

BUSINESS Z

CDD 
Information on 

Business Z

Registered on 6 
Feb 2007

Located in 
Sigatoka

Small grocery and 
machinery repair

Controlling 
ownership

Signatory ɀB4

CDD Information 
on B4

Date of birth: 38 
years old 

Lives in Sigatoka

Sole Proprietor of 
Business Z

üUse of a shell company 

Bank 
Statement

Identify altered 
cheque deposits & 

withdrawals

28  Dec 2007 ɀFirst 
deposit (Fraudulent 

fax transfer of 
$36,000)

9 altered cheques = $153,000 

(Within one month: 

21/01/2008 ï15/02/2008)

B4 (38 yrs old)

Shopkeeper/

Mechanic

Special answer

Immediate cash 

withdrawals

Opened on 24 Dec 
2007
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üUse of multiple 

bank accounts (11)

BANK D

BANK E

BANK B

BANK C

Request for Information 

under FTR Act

ACCOUNT 

OF B1

ACCOUNT 

OF B1

ACCOUNT 

OF B4

ACCOUNT 

OF B1
ACCOUNT 

OF B4

ACCOUNT 

OF B2

ACCOUNT 

OF B3

ACCOUNT 

OF MR. V 

$27,000

$38,000$163,000 $28,000
$209,000 $36,000$106,000

$72,000

BANK A

ACCOUNT OF 

BUSINESS Z

ACCOUNT 

OF B6

$$$
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üUse of relatives & associates

B1, Accountant

B5, Senior Bank 

Officer

Mr. V -

Accountant

B3, JoineryB2, 

Purchasing 

officer

Turtle Island

B6

Mrs. J, 

House

wife

Mother
Brother

B4, Owner 

of Business 

Z

Departed for USA in 

2003. Returned in 

2007.

Departed for South 

Korea in Jan 2008 

for one week.

Departed for USA in 2007, 

Returned in Feb 2008 and 

Departed for USA in Mar 2008. 

Spouse

Sister Brother
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üPurchase of assets i.e. Motor vehicles and residential 

property

$38,000$163,000 $209,000

BANK A

ACCOUNT OF 

BUSINESS Z

$23,500

BANK B BANK C

ACCOUNT 

OF B1

ACCOUNT 

OF B1
ACCOUNT 

OF B1

$57,800
$20,000 $32,000

$70,010

$20,000

$20,000

B5, Senior Bank 

Officer $16,000

? ? ? ? ?
?



CDR
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AML 

consultant

Bank A

BANK B

BANK C

BANK A

Financial

Institutions

Law Enforcement Agencies

48 
HOURS



18April 2009

üFinancial Institutions are at the 
forefront of the fight against ML. 
Importance of CDD and STRs.

üStrengthen networks within law 
enforcement agencies.

üFollow the money trail ɀHow 
was the proceeds of crime used?

17/03/200
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National Anti-Money Laundering Council
Established under the Financial Transactions Reporting Act

Presenter: ASP. Puran Lal
Officer - in - Charge
AML Unit, Fiji Police Force



Sexual exploitation of 
women and children

Money Laundering 

Customs Evasion

Public Fraud

Corruption

Extortion or 
Blackmail

Terrorism

Illegal 
Gambling

Election 
Fraud

Human 
Trafficking

Narcotics

Embezzlement

Embezzlement
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Turtle Island Fraud: $848,000



Forgery of Cheques



Structuring Cash Deposits

·83 Transactions amounting to $848, 000

Fraud Benefit Cheque Details.xls
Fraud Benefit Cheque Details.xls
Fraud Benefit Cheque Details.xls
Fraud Benefit Cheque Details.xls
Fraud Benefit Cheque Details.xls


Forgery of Turtle Island Letterhead

·28/12/2007 - A fax on the letter head of Turtle 
Island is claimed to be received at Bank A Fax 
No. 6703984 at Nadi branch for transfer of 
funds from Turtle Islandõs A/C to Business Zõs 
A/C

·"Telecom printout confirms no fax was sent 
from Turtle Island fax to Bank A,Nadi"

·28/12/2007 1318hrs òAccused sister 
calls accused on his mobile from her office 
landline"28/12/2007 1356hrs ò Bank officer 
transacted funds into their shell company 
account as Turtle Island held Fax indemnity 
with Bank A. Limit authorisedby accused 
sister"



Identify Tainted 

Assets

Interview 

Suspects

Meetings with 

FIU, Bank A, 

DPP and AML 

Advisor

Obtain Original 

Documents

Bank  B

Restraining 

Order

Bank 
Account of 
Accused

Bank A

AML Advisor


